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Happy New Year!  
 
We are proud to share our accomplishments from 2025. Thanks to the steadfast support of 
compassionate individuals like you, we have continued our mission to protect children and prevent child 
abuse – amplifying the voices of our most vulnerable and helping create pathways to a brighter future. 
Below are highlights from some of our most impactful initiatives and programs (cont’d on page two): 
 
 Obtained a high-impact donation in the amount of $38,000 
 Secured an intern through Roosevelt University for the Fall 2025 semester; Andre Duran 

participated in the same internship program Renee Medema completed at Roosevelt University 
and has been such an amazing asset to AFTI that he’s currently serving on our Board of Directors 

 Transitioned the Treasurer role on AFTI’s Board from Mary Kelly to Manual Jaurez 
 Participated in University of Illinois’ Gies College, Magelli Office of Experiential Learning 

Program (7 students brainstormed marketing and fundraising ideas for AFTI) 
 Saved $3,500 in annual operating expenses using various discounts for nonprofits 
 Speaking Engagements: Founder and President, Renee Medema, was a highlighted speaker 

at the JBS Global Alumni Association Day and presented a webinar for SCORE on “AI for 
Nonprofits and Fundraising on LinkedIn” 

 AFTI was listed as a resource in the “My Chi. My Future.” weekly newsletter distributed by the 
City of Chicago offering programs and resources, and paid opportunities to Chicago’s youth 

 Participated in Remy’s Consulting Grant Writing Bootcamp and submitted 50+ Letters of 
Interest and Grant Applications 

 Hosted a successful “12 Days of Bidding” Online Auction Holiday Fundraiser 
 
This past year marked important progress in our advocacy efforts, as we delivered vital education and 
resources to families and communities. Still, the need remains urgent. Each day, thousands of 
children endure unimaginable circumstances, and we rely on your ongoing support to extend our 
reach and deepen our impact. 
 
We recognize that these are challenging times for many, yet we remain confident that together we can 
bring hope and healing to those who need it most. Your compassion means so much to us, and even 
more to the children whose lives are transformed by your generosity. Future contributions will support 
paid focus groups, to educate parents about the importance of protecting their children, and teaching 
them to build confidence in their children to keep them safer. Every dollar truly matters, and no gift is 
too small to create a lasting impact in a child’s life.  
 
Donate now! https://advocatefortheinnocent.org/donate-for-child-protection/  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Renee Medema 
Founder and President 
 
 
Our mission is to protect children and their innocence, and to prevent child abuse permanently. We 
invite parents and guardians to embark on a transformative journey to empower themselves to be the 
most effective advocates for their children. Memberships offer access to our Resource Center which 
provides education on body safety, bullying prevention and online/internet safety. Creating awareness 
and education are the most effective ways for prevention.  
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