INNOCENT

Happy New Year!

We are delighted to share some of the accomplishments we’ve been able to achieve in 2024. The
unwavering support of compassionate individuals like you allows us to continue our mission to protect
children and prevent child abuse, ensuring that the most vulnerable among us are given a voice and a
chance for a brighter future. Highlighted below are some successful initiatives and programs
(snapshots on page two):

» Obtained 501(c)(3) status within 2 weeks (typically takes 4-6 months)

= 40 website blog posts, also shared on LinkedIn with 2,500+ contacts

» Established a memberships program providing access to our Resource Center (16 OnDemand
tutorials to date; information on how to detect signs of abuse and properly report, statistics,
teaching body safety, bullying prevention, online/digital safety and legislation)

» |n-kind donations for trademark registration, tax services, and giftwrapping fundraisers

» Matching donation campaign in October and we reached our $6,000 goal

» Two holiday gift wrapping fundraisers — totaling $650 in donations

Over the past year, we’ve made significant strides in our advocacy efforts, providing education and
resources to families and communities. Yet, the work is far from over. Every day, thousands of
children continue to face the unimaginable, and we need your continued support to expand our reach
and deepen our impact.

We understand that these times are challenging for many, but we believe that together we can bring
hope and healing to those who need it most. Your compassion means the world to us—and to the
children whose lives are changed because of your support. Your future contributions will be applied
towards complimentary memberships to our resource center for those in need or other valuable
resources for children, families and communities. Every dollar counts and no gift is too small to make
a lasting difference in a child’s life.

On behalf of the children we serve and everyone at Advocate for the Innocent, thank you for your
commitment to protecting our most vulnerable. Together, we are creating a world where every child is
given an opportunity to be protected, loved, and empowered to thrive.

Sincerely,

//"/\

Renee Medema
Founder and President

Our mission is to protect children and their innocence and to prevent child abuse permanently. We
invite parents and guardians to embark on a transformative journey to empower themselves to be the
most effective advocates for their children. Memberships offer access to our Resource Center which
provides education on body safety, bullying prevention and online/internet safety. Creating awareness
and education are the most effective ways for prevention. We value the strength of a united
community understanding that parents often face fears and uncertainties regarding their child's safety.
We provide safe spaces where families can openly discuss their concerns and learn how to protect
their children. We have deep empathy and compassion for each child affected by abuse and strive to
prevent abuse before it occurs. We operate with transparency in all our endeavors and foster a culture
of inclusivity and accountability.
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Save time this busy holiday season and allow our volunteers to
wrap your presents and be the talk of the holiday season!

DECEMBER 7, 2024 (12-4 PM) DECEMBER 14, 2024 (1-4 PM)
E=SOULCITYCHURCH
1150 W. Adams, Chicago, IL 60607 o~
Free Parking Available 1116 W. Madison
Vietfive Coffee Samples Chicago, IL 60607
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Memberships

Individual Level Gift Level

Access to Resource Center Access to Resource Center

+ Complimentary Giftor Access
$10/month or
$99/annually (save 18%) $10/month or

$99/annually (save 18%)

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
Bi-Weekly Virtual Meetings

Bi-Weekly Virtual Meetings
Resource Library

Resource Library
Up-to-Date Statistics

Up-to-Date Statistics
Current Legislation Insights

Current Legislation Insights
Warning Signs and Reporting Instructions

Warning Signs and Reporting Instructions
Body Safety Resources

Body Safety Resources
Bullying Prevention Tips

Bullying Prevention Tips
Online Safety Guides

Online Safety Guides
Tailored Research Support

Blog

Tailored Research Support

It's Always the Right Time to do the Right Thing

Martin Luther King, Jr. has inspired many, including myself. When | founded Advocate for the Innocent, my

main goal was to prevent child molestation and abuse permanently. One effective way of implementing this

goal is to provide "body safety” education for every child because statistics indicate that 95% of child
sexual abuse is preventable through education and awareness. Our mission is to ensure that every child is

properly educated to prevent child molestation and abuse. Read more.

It's Better to be Safe than Insecure

How many people do you know who have had their credit cards, bank accounts or computers hacked, or

enced

have had their identity stolen? According to the Bureau of Justice, about 22% of people have expe

identity theft in their lifetime. If adults can be easily tricked, how much more could our children? According

to Guardchild.com, 20% of teenage internet users have been the target of unwanted sexual solicitation.

Read more.
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Companies Provide Employees
Access to Resource Center

$10/month or
$99/annually (save 18%)

Bi-Weekly Virtual Meetings
Resource Library
Up-to-Date Statistics
Current Legislation Insights
Warning Signs and Reporting Instructions
Body Safety Resources
Bullying Prevention Tips
Online Safety Guides

Tailored Research Support

WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE
EXTRA WRAPPING PAPER? MAKE A FINANCIAL
DONATE NOW! DONATION
PURCHASE GIFT WRAP VOLUNTEER TO
FROM OUR REGISTRY GIFT WRAP

For more info,

contact Renee Medema at
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UNDRAISER

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ADVOCATING FOR THE PROTECTION OF
CHILDREN AND PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE

Join the movement that is changing the lives of children
every day and inspiring a community of advocates whose
mission is to protect children and fight against child abuse.

Our work is driven by the hope that informed and
proactive families will lead to a safer world for all children.
The well-being of every child is our top priority and we
empower parents and guardians with the knowledge and
r ded to and prevent child abuse.

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

SCAN QR CODE TO DONATE OR ZELLE
PAYMENT TO 312-671-4082

$ Gift Wrapping Cost: Donation to AFTI

$1- Cookies
$1- World’s Famous Chocolate Bar
$3 - Bakery Items

SCAN QR CODE TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT AFTI i

For more info, contact Renee Medema
" atrenee@advocatefortheinnocent.org.

Intuition is Our Guide and Instinct Prompts Action

According to Psychology Today. intuition is often referred to as “gut feelings." as they seem to arise fully
> formed from some deep part of us. Intuition, like

st impressions, serves the brain’s need to predict and

prepare for what will happen next. | have talked to many parents who have children that are survivors of

child molestation or abuse and most express a feeling of guilt for not recognizing the signs immediately, or

shortly after the abuse occurred. Read more.

What You Don't Know Won't Hurt You

According to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of llinais, starting June 1, 2022, the Parental Notice

of Abortion Act is no longer the law in lllinois. Children under 18 have the same rights a: ts to decide who

to tell about their abortion. Emergency contraception (EC) is a form of contracept

at a person can take

up to 120 hours after sex to ps

t a pregnancy before it starts. You do not your parents’ permission to

access EC if you are under 18; a number of brands of EC you can pu e over the counter at the

pharmacy without a prescription or proof of your age. Read more.
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